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1854 possessing themselves of as great a prize as Erzerum. I see with
----- hope and pleasure that the more recent military crimes of Pashas
JET. 68 have been met by dismissal and exile, and I am therefore led to hope
that to those just punishments may be added confiscation as regards
the greatest of culprits, Zarif Mustafa Pasha.
It will be noted that in this letter he records with satisfaction the arrival of provisions at Kars and the punishment of military Pashas, both of which must, as he knew, be the consequences of the steps taken by Lord Stratford, acting on his own reports.
On 28 November, one day after this amicable communication, Williams wrote to Lord Clarendon to complain of the total neglect with which he had been treated by her Majesty's ambassador at the Porte. So suclclen a volte-face requires explanation. It is also strange that having informed Lord Clarendon at that date of his charge against the ambassador, he did' not see fit to address his complaint to Lord Stratford himself till 8 December, ten days later. To one who possessed so fluent a pen the fatigue of composing a despatch could not have been great, yet it was not till 17 December that Lord Stratford was put in possession of the accusations which had apparently been growing in the Commissioner's mind ever since the beginning of October.
Lord Stratford received the communication with amazement. He was conscious of having spared no pains, of having neglected no method, opportunity, or argument, to goad the Turkish Government into action in the sense of Colonel Williams's recommendations, and this sudden assault from one for whom he entertained nothing but friendly feelings, and for whom he had been working hard, was to him simply incomprehensible. The gravamen of the charge was that he had not written often enough to the Commissioner. He had in fact only written twice since the latter's departure from Constantinople. Lord Stratford had no leisure for writing about nothing, and up to December there was little that he could communicate bearing upon Williams's recommendations. The Porte was considering them ; the Porte was gradually pushing forward preparations for sending